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Fall 2017 AMSA Board of Captains Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 28, 2017 – 6:30 PM 

DK Maria’s Tex-Mex Restaurant 
 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:47 PM. 
 
Attendees: 48 captains representing 67 teams attended (please see list on page 5 of 
these minutes); Aubrey Daniels; Jenni Jones. 
 
 
Chris Platt - AMSA President 
1. Welcome to the Fall 2017 Board of Captains meeting! 
2. Approval of Spring 2017 BOC meeting minutes: Motion to approve by Jonathon 

Tack (F.C. Wolverine); seconded by Joel Irby (Paisanos); all were in favor and the 
motion passed. 
 
 

Aubrey Daniels - Referee Development Coordinator & Assignor 
1. Thank you for the warm welcome. I feel the love! Soccer is The Beautiful Game 

because of the way it is played, organized, and refereed. You guys who play it make 
it a beautiful work of art! I applaud the best league in Texas. I enjoy working with 
AMSA, from both a referee’s perspective and a player’s perspective. 

2. Reminders: As Captains, it is immensely important in terms of your game and the 
outcome of your game that you do the following: 
a. Rosters: Bring a printed roster to each game. Your roster should include the 

name and shirt number for all players registered with your team. It is your 
responsibility to write in any player who’s not on your roster, but the League will 
throw the book at you if that player isn’t registered with your team. 

b. Uniforms: Bring two sets of uniforms to your games. The visiting team is required 
to change if there is a color conflict. Shin guards: In the summer a referee carded 
a player who wasn’t wearing shin guards. Shin guards are a necessary part of 
the uniform for protection, especially with the way some players play! 

c. Equipment: You must give two balls to the referee before the game. The balls 
must be properly inflated. I’ve received complaints about lost balls over the past 
two seasons. Designate one or two players or spectators to be responsible for 
retrieving the balls after your game. 

3. Fouls and misconduct:  
a. Foul and Abusive Language is an automatic straight red. There’s a certain 

degree of leniency among some refs, but other refs will be very strict and won’t 
tolerate or accept non-English words, which they perceive as Foul and Abusive 
Language.  
I’ve observed over time that there has been an increase in people being uncivil to 
each other, disrespecting each other. This doesn’t look well for the future, but we 
can all make a change within The Beautiful Game. Treat each other with respect 
on the field. 

b. Dissent: Do not talk to me! As a referee, I’m here to do a job. Niggling in my ear 
is a distraction and ruins my enjoyment of the game. Players constantly 
questioning the referees who are just doing their jobs is overstepping the bounds, 
and this needs to be stopped. 
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c. Serious Foul Play and Violent Conduct will be punished to the fullest extent by 
the Discipline Committee, especially if fighting is involved. 

4. Lost and found: If you find a wallet or purse, credit cards, keys, etc., please turn 
them in to me at the referee table by field #4 at OCSC or turn in to Cameron 
Kushwara at NEMP or EMP. We will turn those items over to the League. 
Don’t take your wedding band off at the fields; wrap tape around it instead. 

5. Game feedback: I welcome positive feedback as well as negative feedback as long 
as it is constructive. You can also send feedback directly to the League: 
matchcomments@austinmenssoccer.com.  
We are here to let you play The Beautiful Game in comfort, safety and love! 

6. Question and Answer session: 

 Will the League adopt VAR (Video Assistant Referee system)?  
No. Some teams record their games, but the League doesn’t have the resources 
for VAR.   

 Last season there was often only 1 ref assigned to our games. What was the 
reason and what is being done to address this problem?  
Demand exceeds supply. There’s an acute shortage of available refs in Austin 
and in the USA in general, due in part to the increase in youth soccer programs 
and refs doing college games because they can make $200 per game.  
As a result of the ref shortage, I’m forced to make sure that full crews are 
assigned to the higher division games; if just 1 ref is assigned to a game, I make 
sure that ref is at the highest level. 
The League and I are constantly trying to recruit more refs. In August there were 
18 participants in the entry-level clinic, with 6 adults and 12 youths. I’ll continue to 
assign the young refs as Assistant Referees to help them gain experience. 
Please do not mess with them during games! Some of the refs are also players, 
and some are close to being certified as State Referees. 

 
 
Chris Platt 
1. State of AMSA: We’re doing pretty well! 136 teams have registered for this Fall. We 

had 140 teams in Fall 2016, and 136 teams in Spring 2017. We’re limited to 140 
teams, due to field availability. 

2. Approval of FY 2018 Budget: Our fiscal year runs August 1st to July 31st. We have 2 
budgets: Onion Creek Soccer Complex and AMSA. The budgets are exactly the 
same as for last year. OCSC has a net loss of around $135K (operating expenses). 
AMSA has around $50K net income; we need for AMSA to have positive income in 
case we have an opportunity to invest in more fields. 
Motion to approve by Nigel Bowman (Austin Thunder F.C.); seconded by Jonathon 
Tack; all were in favor, and the motion passed. 

 
 
Phil Friday – Chair, Rules & Policies Sub-Committee 
1. Approval of amendment to rule 6.2 FORFEITS—TEAM PENALTIES: 3. Multiple 

Forfeits: The way the rule is currently written does not reflect what actually happens 
once a team has 3 forfeits, which is that the team is dropped from the schedule and 
not allowed to continue to play for the rest of the season.  
Chris Platt: Teams are sent a warning after the 1st and 2nd forfeit, so that they are 
aware of what will happen after the 3rd forfeit. 

mailto:matchcomments@austinmenssoccer.com
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Show of hands: 45 were in favor; 3 were not in favor; the majority approved, so the 
motion passed. 

 
 
Chris Platt 
1. Election of Officers: 

a. My last term as President ends on May 31, 2018. For President-Elect, the EC 
recommends Zeke Stephens, who is our current Vice President. 
Show of hands: All were in favor. 

b. For Vice President, the EC recommends George Randle, who is our current 
Senior Commissioner and chair of the Discipline Committee. 
Show of hands: All were in favor. 

2. As President, I get to nominate officers and appoint some positions. I’ve appointed 
Nigel Bowman to be our new Senior Commissioner. He has been absolutely brilliant 
in his efforts as an EC member over the past few years. He put in the hours to get 
the new Over 50 division going this Fall. As the new Senior Commissioner, he’ll put 
in even more hours! 

 
Nigel Bowman – Senior Commissioner 
1. Aubrey mentioned The Beautiful Game. I recommend that you all read “The Ugly 

Game” – it will make you appreciate our League! 
https://www.amazon.com/Ugly-Game-Heidi-Blake/dp/1471149374 

2. We need to have better communication with our captains. Jenni does a great job, 
but she can’t handle everything herself. As Senior Commissioner, I want to enhance 
the relationship between Division Commissioners and captains. I will create a 
system with other Division Commissioners to disseminate information, get feedback, 
and be a conduit for change through myself and the EC.  

3. Chris Platt has done a phenomenal job as President and as emcee at our annual 
awards party. We need more captains and players to attend the awards ceremony. I 
will help push to make it bigger and better. 
Josh Jackson (ATX United F.C.) suggested that the awards party be held on a 
weekend, instead of on a Monday night. 

4. Election of new Division Commissioners for 2017-18 season: 
Premier Division: Marcel Garza – Austin Athletic Club 
Division 1: Manny Pacillas – Deportivo La Real F.C. 
Division 2: David Walding – Central Texas Lobos (R) 
Division 3: Thomas Tolson – ATX United F.C. 
Division 4: Josh Jackson – ATX United F.C. 
Division 5: Tom McCarthy – South Austin F.C. 
Division 6: Jonathon Tack – F.C. Wolverine 
Over 30 P: David Caradonio – Celtic Cowboys F.C. 
Over 30 A: Courtney Jackson – Celtic Cowboys F.C. 
Over 30 B: Kevin Fricke – Austin Athletic Club 
Over 40 P: Chuck Fisher – Waterloo F.C. 
Over 40 A: Scott Thomsen – River City Rangers 
Over 50: Tim Patterson – Austin United F.C. 
 

Chris Platt 
1. Game day reminders: 

a. Roster: As Aubrey reminded you, bring a printed roster to your game.  

https://www.amazon.com/Ugly-Game-Heidi-Blake/dp/1471149374
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If you can’t bring a printed roster, you are allowed to submit a hand-written roster, 
with full name and date of birth for each player. 
You’re allowed to write in a player on your printed roster as long as the player is 
registered with your team, has paid the $40 fee, and isn’t on the No Play list. 
Rule of thumb if you’re unsure of a player’s registration with your team: If you 
were to print your roster now, would that player show up on your roster? 
Captains are responsible for making sure that all players are eligible to play. If 
you field an ineligible player, the penalties are forfeiture of the match, $50 fine, 
and 1-match suspension for the captain and the player. 

b. Player cards: All players must show a photo ID for pre-game check-in – either an 
AMSA player card or a valid government-issued photo ID. The weekly deadline 
to request player cards during the season is 12 noon on Fridays. 

c. Second kit (away team): Per our rule 4.1.3, the designated visiting team must 
change if there’s a color conflict. 

d. Trash: Let’s give a big hand for Gerardo Lemus for all his hard work on game 
days! 
Pick up any trash at the fields before you leave after your games.  
When Gerardo is ready to leave OCSC on Sunday evenings, you need to leave 
the complex when asked. 
No glass or Styrofoam containers at OCSC or at Travis County fields. 

e. No alcohol at Travis County Parks. AMSA has already been warned by Travis 
County about alcohol; if we receive a second warning, we will be banned from 
playing at the County fields. We can’t afford to lose our access to those fields. 

2. Question and Answer session: 

 What is the status of the on-going negotiations with the City? 
The City is putting pressure on us to keep OCSC open 7 days a week. They plan 
to open a small section of the parking lot on the east side of OCSC this Fall. 

 Will lights ever be installed at OCSC? 
No, if there were lights at OCSC, the fields would get thrashed due to over-use. 

 Were there any bad effects from all the rain from Hurricane Harvey? 
The OCSC fields are OK because Onion Creek didn’t flood. 

 Why can’t drones be flown at our games? 
There are already enough drones on the fields! Joking aside, the FAA forbids 
drones to be flown over crowds of people for safety reasons. 

3. Thank you all for turning out tonight! Best of luck this Fall! 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:54 PM.  
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The following teams were represented at the Fall 2017 Board of Captains meeting 
(per the sign-in sheets): 
 
Team Name     Captain(s) 
40 Ounces     Paul Zavalney 
ATX United F.C. (7 teams)   Dillon Birchfield 
Audacity F.C.    David Mills 
Austin Athletic Club (5 teams)  Kevin Fricke, Sean Podd 
Austin Goldstars (2 teams)   Chris Laguna 
Austin Lions F.C.    Cole Killpack 
Austin Power     Mason W. Canales 
Austin Strikers F.C.    Aseem Grover 
Austin Thunder F.C. (4 teams)  Nigel Bowman 
Austin United (2 teams)   Tim Patterson 
Bad Monkeys    Roberto Salas 
Balcones Fault    Tom Dydek 
CC United     James Chicoine 
Celtic Cowboys F.C. (7 teams)  David Caradonio, Courtney Jackson 

Curtis Merring, Janek Lehr, Dennis Maher 
Martin Togher 

Central Texas Lobos   David Walding 
Deportivo Angry Birds   Raul Alquicira 
Deportivo de la Cobra   Tom Myers 
Club America (3 teams)   Oscar Barrientos 
Dragons F.C.     Zeke Stephens 
Gryphons     Alfredo Palma 
Gunners     Bill Hopkins 
F.C.  Wolverine (3 teams)   Jonathon Tack 
Libertad F.C.     Gerardo Lemus 
Madrigal Dragons F.C.   Chris Merlino 
Manchester City F.C.   Chris Platt 
Mean-Eyed Cat F.C.  (2 teams)  Steven Duarte 
Naranjeros F.C.    Jesus Adame, Noe Morales 
Paisanos F.C.  (2 teams)   Joel Irby, Dale Blackwell 
Pennyback United    Carl Denard 
Phoenix     Alex Medrano 
Real Macondo O50    Phil Friday 
River City Rangers    Scott Thomsen, Britt Pasloske 
Romulans     Frank Miller 
South Austin F.C.  (2 teams)  Robert Sanchez, Nelson Castillo,  

Tom McCarthy 
Tiger Balm     Jeff Peterson 
Waterloo F.C.  (3 teams)    Ian Benouis 
Zilker Park Rangers    Ian Myers 
 

 


